/Physical
Chemical and Earth Sciences, our first impact factor will be evaluated based on citations to papers published in 2015 and 2016 and will be released sometime in the middle of this year 2018. Indeed we are so excited about this development because being included in SciSearch Ò and JCR is a significant acknowledgment of the high standard of our journal. It also depicts the culmination of the development of our journal since it was founded in 1992 by Richard McCammon. Its immediate positive effect is the more than 130% increase in the number of manuscripts that we have received this year 2017 compared to those in each of the preceding years ( Fig. 1) . This reflects that, indeed, most researchers submit their papers for publications mainly to journals included in SciSearch Ò . Therefore, we are looking forward to the potential growth of our journal in the years to come.
However, because of poor quality, we have rejected at least 77% of the more than 200 manuscripts that we have received this year ( Fig. 1 ). About 46% of the manuscripts that we have rejected were not even sent out for peer review because they contain text with significant similarity to text in the published literature. This reflects how rampant plagiarism is being practiced among researchers, probably because of either the pressure from the ''publish or perish'' policy in academic/research institutions or the difficulty to write in English. Therefore, regardless of the potentially increasing number of manuscripts we will receive in the years to come, we will strive to maintain or even improve the high standard of our journal. Fortunately, and thanks to the text recognition software provided to us by the publisher, we are able to check the potential plagiarism immediately.
The very abrupt increase in manuscripts submitted to our journal this year is a very good sign that our journal will have a growing readership. To sustain that, we will certainly continue to publish high-quality papers on up-to-date and cutting-edge researches. In addition, we will publish special issues on hot topics. In 2017, we published a special issue on GIS-Based Geochemical Anomaly and Mineral Prospectivity Mapping with 11 articles. Just after a few months of their publication, each of those 11 articles now has at least one citation (according to Google Scholar); one article has been cited six times, and two have been cited five times. This reflects the strong interest among NRRÕs readership on the topic of the 2017 special issue. This year 2018 we will publish a special issue on Mineral Resources of the Future. Currently, we are in the acquisition stage to run a special issue on Forests, Agriculture and Environmental Protection as a Path to Sustainable Development, and we hope to publish this in 2019. We will endeavor to publish at least one special issue of articles every year because we believe, per experience although not necessarily with NRR, that special issue articles are excellent highimpact generators for many journals. So, if there are readers of NRR who are interested to propose special issues of hot-topic articles and be the guest editors of such special issues, please contact me.
Moreover, if the number of high-quality manuscripts submitted continues to grow, we may increase the number of issues published per year, but this remains to be seen in the coming years and particularly after the release of our first impact factors.
As usual, improving and maintaining the standard of papers in this journal depend on the selfless time and effort of the many scientists who review manuscripts. Therefore, we acknowledge with sincere gratitude the following individuals for reviewing manuscripts submitted to our journal during 2017, especially those who have reviewed more than one manuscript (as indicated by numbers in parentheses).
